Latino Empowerment and Outreach Network

Education Committee Meeting

March 12, 2010

9:30 am – 11 am

MEETING MINUTES

Attendees: Lisbeth Moreno, Donna Hughes, Angela Johnston, Brandi Young, Guadalupe Velasquez, and Sarah Pechan.

1/ 2nd Annual Latino Student Leadership Awards Night @ Dublin Public Schools

· Lisbeth and Cristina are organizing this wonderful LEON-sponsored event 
· Your organizations are welcome to have a booth 
· Columbus Zoo will be there with zoo animals 
· Want to contact the media for coverage – Donna will connect with LEON Communications committee for list of media contacts. Want to be sure we talk to Fronteras, La Jornada, and La Voz Hispana. 
· It would also be great to have flyers to distribute to advertise the event to community organizations. 
2/ Next ESL Consortium meeting is scheduled for May 12 from 9-12. We will contact the consortium about making a presentation of the new LEON education booklet.

3/ Distribution of the LEON Education Booklet 

· Booklet has been very well-received in Columbus Public Schools. CPS is interested in translating the brochure into other languages. Lupe will invite them to the next meeting to discuss how to maintain LEON branding (maybe via copyright?) of the potential publication. 
· Booklet also very well-received in Dublin Public Schools. The Arabic-speaking liaison is interested in preparing an Arabic-language version of the booklet and will present it to the Noor Islamic Cultural Center for their feedback. 
· Angela and Maria will present the booklet to staff in Southwestern City Schools this month and will let us know what feedback they hear. 
· Donna and Brandi will work on creating a cover letter and/or executive summary to the committee to use when distributing the booklet. Angela suggested using the letter to explain what the brochure is, who did it, and what needs it serves. 
· Lupe will continue to contact printers to see if they will print additional copies gratis 
· While we are waiting for additional print copies of the booklet, we want to create a .pdf version of the brochure that can be uploaded to the LEON website and copied to a CD-Rom. The CDs can be sent to school districts for them to print their own copies. 
· Before we create the pdf version, there are a few errors to correct. Please send edits to Brandi (byoungsharp@gmail.com) before Friday, March 26. 
4/ Advocacy Opportunity in Dublin

· Lisbeth highlighted a problem in the Dublin City Schools. In an effort to make sure that only people who live in the Dublin Schools district limits are attending Dublin schools, the district is requiring families to get their apartment management to “sign off” on the number of residents living in the apartment. When multiple families are living in the same apartment, maybe without the management’s approval, it makes it hard to get that signature and show that all the children live within the district. 
· Lisbeth is starting a parent group and Donna suggested building on their voices as insiders in the district. Others suggested the committee could approach the school board during a public meeting or conversation. 
5/ Upcoming Latino outreach events

· Dia de los Ninos – Ohio Hispanic Coalition (May 1) 
· Festival Latino – CAPA (Aug 14-15) 
· Sabor Latina – Hispanic Chamber of Commerce (Aug 19) 
6/ Technology training available for Latinos

· Possibilities to explore include: Groundwork, Centro Esperanza, and Columbus Literacy Council 
7/ LEON website is due to be updated and launched, but has not been yet. Check here for the new site: http://www.leongroup.org/ 

We tabled the discussion of the Committee’s mission, vision, and strategies. The draft of the mission, vision, and strategies is attached. This is a great opportunity for you as a member to shape the next phase of the committee’s work. So please read it over and send your feedback to Committee President Magaly Vazquez (vazquez@wowway.com) before the next meeting. We will discuss the mission and vision at the April 9 meeting. We hope you will be able to attend so that you can have input.

NEXT MEETING

Friday, April 9

Jerry Hammond Building (1111 E Broad)

9:30 am – 11 am

Education committee meetings are the 2nd Friday of each month.

Thanks to all of you for your involvement!

